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THE PORT OF VALLETTA 
  
Geographic Location:  
Coordinates 35deg/54minN 014DEG/32minE  
  
The port of Valletta is natural deep-water harbour, extending about 3.6 km inland. 
Valletta Gateway Terminals Ltd  has been granted a 30 year concession to act 
as port operator as from 1 July 2006.  
  
Its main activities are handling of unitized, roro and conventional cargo, 
warehousing and logistics. Terminals under contract are the 488 metres long 
Deep Water Quay with 3 storage sheds of 8,500m2, an open storage area and 
Laboratory/Magazine wharves with a total of 630 metres and container depot. 
Magazine Wharf also facilitates to berth bulk and feeder vessels for the Kordin 
Grain Terminal.  
 
  
1. LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY 
1.1 The introduction of the Subsidiary Legislation 352.18 - Port Reception Facilities 
for ship-generated wastes and cargo residues regulations of the 15 May 2004 of the 
Legal Notice 278 of 2004 transposed from 2000/59/EC requires the port or terminal 
operator to ensure that adequate authorized port reception facilities should be 
available to meet the needs of ships normally using the port or terminal. 
  
The aim of the legislation is to "reduce the discharges of ship generated waste 
and cargo residues into the sea, thereby enhancing the protection of the Marine 
environment." reflecting the aims of the International Convention for the 
Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by the protocol of 1978 
relating thereto -MARPOL 73/78 
  
2. EU DIRECTIVE (2000/59/EC) ON PORT RECEPTION FACILITIES FOR 
SHIP-GENERATED WASTES AND CARGO RESIDUES (THE DIREC TIVE) 
  
The specific requirements of the new Directive are that: 
  

o All EU ports are to provide adequate reception facilities and to develop 
waste reception and handling plans.  

o All wastes are to be delivered to reception facilities unless there is the 
capacity on board for retention until next port of call.  

o All ships, except recreational craft authorized to carry 12 or fewer 
passengers or fishing vessels, are required to notify ports in advance of 
intention to use facilities and quantities of waste on board (notification 
requirement).  

o A fee system will be introduced to encourage use of facilities. 
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There will be a system of monitoring for compliance, plus adequate sanctions for 
non-compliance. 
 
  
   2.1 EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES (PORT RECEPTION FACILITIES FOR SHIP GENERATED    
           WASTES AND CARGO RESIDUES ) REGULATIONS 2004 
  
This statutory instrument, SL352.18 and accompanying schedule brings the 
provisions of the EU Directive into the Maltese legislation. It largely follows the 
formulation of the European legislation. Its interpretative provisions are to 
establish the Malta Maritime Authority as the competent authority in Malta and in 
respect of any state the authority designated as such by the Government of 
Malta. 
  
    2.2 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT – WASTE MANAGEMENT  
  
The Act makes provision in relation to the prevention, management and control 
of waste, including the necessity for local authorities to produce waste 
management plans, the prevention, minimization, recovery, collection, movement 
and disposal of hazardous waste, measure to reduce production and promote 
recovery of waste, and all aspects of licensing. 
  
    2.3 OIL POLLUTION FROM SHIPS 
  
Malta’s response in order to deal with pollution from ships in the surrounding sea 
and in its ports is documented in the draft - National Marine Pollution 
Contingency Plan (NMPCP). The plan sets the response required to deal with 
situations ranging from common low-level spillage in and around Maltese ports to 
large-scale pollution incidents. In addition, the Ports Directorate within the MMA 
has a Ports Contingency Plan for dealing with spills of up to 10,000 litres. 
  
  
3. OBJECTIVES 
The overall aim of this port waste management plan for the Valletta Gateway 
Terminals is to protect the marine environment by reducing discharges into the 
sea of ship generated wastes and cargo residues, to improve the availability and 
use of reception facilities and strengthen the enforcement regime. 
  
Its objectives are: 
 

�          To reduce illegal discharge of waste from vessels 
�          To fulfill legal duties with regard to waste management 
�          To minimize the production of waste wherever possible 
�          To re-use or recycle waste wherever possible 
�          To dispose of waste so as to minimize negative environmental effects 
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To bring to the attention of port users their responsibilities as a result of the 
above legislation. 
 
To inform port users of the facilities available at the VGT terminals. 
To ensure facilities provided comply with regulations and meet the needs of port     
 users. 
  
4 DUTY OF CARE: ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION ACT XX OF 2001, CHAPTER 

435 STATES: 
 
It shall be the duty of everyone together with the government to protect the 
environment and to assist in the taking of preventive and remedial measures to 
protect the environment and manage natural resources in a sustainable manner. 
 
 
  
5. DEFINITION OF WASTES 
  
These are set out in MARPOL 73/78 Regulations: 
 
  
     5.1 Marpol Annexes 
  
Annex I     Oily Wastes (bilges, sludge, ballast, slops) 
Annex II    Noxious Liquid Substances Carried in Bulk(dirty ballast, slops, tank 
washings) 
Annex III   Pollution of Harmful Substances Carried by Sea in Packages Form 
Annex IV  Sewage 
Annex V   Garbage 
   ….   Which includes – hazardous waste, food waste, glass, metal, plastics,   
           paper/cardboard,wood, paint tins, batteries 
Annex VI  Prevention of Air Pollution from Ships 
  
The categories normally under consideration at the Valletta Gateway Terminals 
are Annexes I, II and V. Arrangements for disposals are made as required. 
Arrangements are also made on request in respect of Annexe III waste, which 
would be required very occasionally and, likewise, for discharging of sewage 
waste which is Annex IV. Provisions for the latter are in force under 2000/59/EC 
– as per Port notice 12 of 2006. Annex VI came into force internationally on the 
19 May 2005 although Malta has not yet ratified it yet. 
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SECTION 1   
  
6 THE PORT WASTE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
 
  
        6.1 INTRODUCTION 
  
A system, as described in the following sections, has been put in place. The 
system takes account of the European Communities (Port Reception Facilities for 
Ship-Generated Waste and Cargo Residues) Regulations 2004 
  
The Operations Manager and the Health and Safety Management will be 
responsible for the implementation of the Valletta Gateway Terminals:  Waste 
Management Plan. 
 
  
7 PROCEDURES FOR THE USE OF THE PORT WASTE RECEPTION   
   FACILITIES AT THE VALLETTA GATEWAY TERMINALS . 
  
      7.1 Mandatory Provision 
  
Valletta Gateway Terminals has made available the following system of port 
reception facilities for ship generated wastes. The Operations Manager and the 
Health and Safety Management will be responsible for the implementation of this 
Plan.  
 
 
    7.2 Mandatory Discharge 
  
All vessels MUST discharge ship-generated waste before leaving Valletta 
Gateway Terminals unless it can be demonstrated that storage space for such 
waste is sufficient. If retaining waste on board, a legitimate reason for not using 
the port reception facilities must be given to the authority. 
  
  
    7.3 Notification requirement- Second Schedule 
  
The following information is required from ALL vessels, except recreational craft 
authorised to carry 12 or fewer passengers or fishing vessels, prior to arrival: 
  

�  Name/call sign/IMO number  
�  Flag state  
�  ETA/ETD  
�  Previous/next port of call  
�  Last port and date when ship-generated waste was delivered  
�  Whether delivering all/some/none of ship-generated waste into facilities  
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�  Type and amount of waste to be delivered/stored on-board plus maximum 
storage capacity  

�  The unit of measurement in cu m/kg 
  
      7.4 Notification Mechanism 
  
The checklist is to be completed by the Master and submitted to the Director of 
Ports. A copy is also to be sent to the Valletta Gateway Terminals – Operational 
Department via the ship’s agent at least 24 hours prior to arrival. Transmission 
should preferably be by electronic means (email or fax). Valletta Gateway 
Terminals will retain ALL notification records for 3 years in order to comply with 
the audit requirements. Failure to submit a checklist MAY result in delay in entry. 
  
  
    7.5 Charging System 
  
The EU Directive says that each vessel must contribute ‘significantly’ to the cost 
of port waste reception facilities for ship-generated waste’. This is reflected in the 
legislation, as ‘the Director shall ensure that the costs of waste reception facilities 
are covered by means of a due collection of a fee from ships’. Tariffs shall be 
established from time to time and may differentiate with respect to category, type 
and size of ship. 
   
   7.6 Fees 
  
The contractor/collector levies the charge for the use of a reception facility on 
terminals direct through the port operator. 
  
   7.7 Ships which wish to discharge oily wastes an d cargo residue.  
  
Such vessels will continue to make arrangements through their agents and/or 
port operator for such transfer and disposal of oily waste with specialist 
companies.  
  
   7.8 Cargo residue - obligation  
  
Valletta Gateway Terminals levies the charge for the use of its reception facility 
direct to the ship’s agent as per obligation - regulation 11. 
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8 TYPE AND CAPACITY OF FACILITIES  
  
  8.1 Purpose 
  
To provide facilities which are suitable for the types and amounts of waste which 
should be received in port. There is no pre-treatment facility for the waste 
collected from vessels. 
 
 
 
 
DEEP WATER QUAY             
     SKIPS BINS   Capacity/bin   
OILY SOLID          2   1100 ltr   
              
GARBAGE     4   "   
              
              
CARGO RESIDUE       1       4.6 c.mtr   
             
              
              
LABORATORY/MAGAZINE 
WHARF             
              
     SKIPS BINS   Capacity/bin   
OILY SOLID     2   1100 ltr   
              
GARBAGE     4   "   
              
             
CARGO RESIDUE       1      4.6 c.mtr   
             
              
              
Bins are serviced up to 3 times 
per week             
Skips:  as requested by the port 
operator             
              

 
 
9  COLLECTION OF SOLID WASTES 
 
The removal of such wastes takes place by means of portable bins and skips. 
These are provided by the waste management contractor. Bins are serviced 3 
times every week. Open skips as requested by the port operator.  The efforts of 
the ship’s crew to separate garbage according to categories are supported by a 
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separate waste categories and indications. Directional signage is throughout the 
terminals. 
 
 
    9.1 Locations and Ease of Use  
  
In the event that a ship requires reception facilities for oily wastes , the ship’s 
agent will notify a waste collector. (licensed if required) The ship’s agent will also 
notify Valletta Gateway Terminals for this service. The waste collector shall 
collect from the vessel in accordance with the type, amount and ease of access 
to the terminals. 
  
The Master will have a copy of the waste transfer documentation so that he can 
prove discharge before sailing and at arrival at his next port of call. Copies of 
both methods are to be received from the ship’s agent. 
 
 
  
10  FACILITIES PROVIDED    
 
These facilities are in full compliance with the MARPOL requirements. Quantities to 
be discharged ashore should be notified to the Authority and the Terminal Operator 
via the ship’s agent 
 
           The facilities available for the different ship generated wastes are 
           described hereunder. refer to site plans for locations  
 
 

 
                       WASTE OILS 

 
     Oily Waste  

In all circumstances the removal of oil waste shall be carried 
out in accordance with the Waste Management (Waste Oils) 
Regulations, 2002.  Collection and disposal of oily waste 
from vessels shall be carried out by road tankers. 
 

      Dirty Ballast/Slop Tank Discharge/Bilge Water 
As in the case of OILY WASTES, the removal and disposal 
shall be carried out by road tankers.        

   
                                Oily Waste 

May be landed on arrival at the terminal by prior 
arrangement, via the ship’s agent, with the terminal operator. 
Can also be disposed at the locations provided by the port 
operator on terminals. 
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     Oily Solid Bags 
Collecting recipients, clearly marked OILY SOLID BAGS  will 
be provided at this facility by prior notice. In turn the port 
operator calls an authorized collector as and when the need  
 
arises to dispose of the full recipients. Bins are also available 
on terminals.  

 
      Dirty Bilges  

The pumping of DIRTY BILGES or slops can be arranged  
between the vessel and his agent. Arrangements for a bilge  
recovery tank with an authorized contractor can be arranged  
with the vessel or its agent, for direct disposal. 

 
The operator shall provide bins clearly marked GARBAGE  
which will be disposed of regularly by its own Skip Trucks. 

 
When SEWAGE or septic tanks are to be discharged this 
has to be arranged between the vessel and his agent who 
will make the necessary arrangements for a registered 
contractor to collect. 
 
Cargo Residue 
The stevedore company responsible for the discharge of 
cargo is not obligated to leave the cargo holds of the ship 
clean swept in the case of solid cargoes, except where cargo 
consists of cereal or grain. The removal of solid cargo 
residue from holds is being done by the ships crew, utilizing 
the facilities provided ashore by the port operator. Open 
skips are located on quays as indicated on site plans for 
cargo residue material.       

  
 
11 RECORDS 
 
The pre-notification form – Second Schedule of L.N. 278 of 2004 contains details 
of each category of waste and sewage to be disposed of. This form (copy) will be 
kept for three years as a record of the actual use of the port reception facilities. 
All ships, except recreational crafts authorised to carry 12 or fewer passengers or 
fishing vessels, will be required to submit this form even where vessels does not 
intend to discharge waste. The form will then act as a record of the total amount 
of waste and sewage disposed in the port. 
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11.1 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROCEDURE FOR THE RECORDING AND    EVALUATION 

OF THE AMOUNTS OF SHIP-GENERATED WASTES AND CARGO RESIDUES 

COLLECTED   
 
All necessary data are recorded and evaluated statistically by Valletta Gateway 
Terminals Ltd. This entails:  

 • the ship-generated wastes and cargo residues declared for removal and   
disposal (based on the notification forms made by the ship’s masters)  

 • the ship-generated wastes and cargo residues actually collected (based 
on the certificate of work made by the waste management contractor)  

 • the costs incurred in carrying out the services and billed for by the waste 
management contractor  

 • the income generated by the flat-rate waste disposal fees  
 
12 GIVING EFFECTIVE INFORMATION TO USERS 
 
 
       12.1 Purpose 
 
To ensure that all mariners are aware of the location, cost and procedures for 
using the facilities, and also of the consultation arrangements for future 
development of the adequate facilities within the Valletta Gateway Terminals. 
 
       12.2 System 
 
The proposed system incorporates a port waste management system and a ship 
based garbage information management system as already required by the 
International Maritime Organisation (IMO). Each relevant vessel will be required 
to complete the pre-arrival notification form even when there is a nil return. 
 
13 GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES 
 
Complaints should be made immediately a problem arises through the ship’s 
agent to Valletta Gateway Terminals Ltd in the interest of improving the waste 
management system.  
Such complaints may be made verbally or in writing, but if the latter, should be 
supported by written documentation at the earliest possible opportunity to 
facilitate resolution. The form in ANNEX 1 is to be used for this purpose. 

 

13.1 PROCEDURE FOR CONSULTATION BETWEEN THE USER /S OF THE PORT, THE     

WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACTOR , THE PORT OPERATOR AND OTHER 

INVOLVED PARTIES . 
 
The stipulation of specialised procedures of coordination is not deemed 
necessary at this point in time. Should questions or problems arise, the user of 



Valletta Gateway Terminals Ltd 10

the port, the waste management contractor and the VGT’s Health and Safety 
Officer are to be in immediate contact with each other.  
 
 
14 AUDIT AND REVIEW 
          14.1 Purpose 
 
To ensure that port waste management facilities are relevant and are up to date, 
and that plans are implemented effectively. 
 
 
         14.2 Compliance and Monitoring 
Inspections shall be carried out by the Port Authority. 
 

 

Contact information 

Should any deficiencies be noted, these are to be reported in writing on the form as 
shown  

The Harbour Master 
Ports Directorate 
 
Telephone: (00356) 21 22 22 03 
Fax:            (00356) 21 24 44 29 
 
 
In the event of an emergency the Master shall immediately contact: 
 
 
The Malta Maritime Duty Operations Officer 
 
+356 99494313 
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Valletta Gateway Terminals Ltd  

            
 
            21234447   AOH 

       
Operations 
Manager……………………………      
   99018492  21228469 
       
Senior Ops 
Manager…………………………….   99800417  21339452 
       
Health and Safety 
Officer……………………………….  99444943  21680804 
       
       
       
Berthing 
Section………………………………   79939385  79939385 
       
PFSO……………………………….    99040825  99040825 

 

 
Waste management officer responsible for the implem entation of the waste 
management plan:  
 
Mr. Michael Spiteri                                                       Telephone: 21234447  99444943 
                                                                                     Fax: 21250389  
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Total number (in kilos) for ship generated waste collected for the months of: 
 

                

    Location   Garbage    
Cargo 
Residue   

                
January   DWQ   4800 kgs   2250 kgs   
    Lab.Wharf   4200 kgs   1050 kgs   
                
February   DWQ   5100 kgs   1100 kgs   
    Lab.Wharf   4150 kgs   950 kgs   
                
 March    DWQ   4670 kgs    1130 kgs   
    Lab.Wharf    4115 kgs    1306 kgs   
                
 April   DWQ   5270 kgs    1005 kgs   
    Lab.Wharf    4406 kgs      960 kgs   
                
 May   DWQ    5370 kgs    1200 kgs   
    Lab.Wharf    4004kgs     1008 kgs   
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
        
        

 
Source: Data collected as per waste management contractor 
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Total number in Cubic Metres of Sludge and Bilge Water Collected for the 
months of: 
 
 
 
 
 

DWQ  
Laboratory / 
Magazine Wharf  

Month Total CBM Month Total CBM 
January – 2007 59.5 January – 2007 86.5 
February – 2007 23 February – 2007 73 
March – 2007 17 March – 2007 145.1 
April – 2007 12 April – 2007 56.1 
May – 2007 51.8 May – 2007 86.5 
June - 2007 14 June - 2007 72 

 
 
Source: Data collected from Wasteoils management contractor 
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 List of Authorised Waste Collection Contrators 
 

Garbage and Oily Solid Waste Contractor 

 
Greenlines Environmental .Services Ltd . 
                                
Sky Apartments. A/6 
177, Marina Street 
 Pieta’ 
 
Email: olympia@vol.net.mt 
 
 
Mobile: 7949 – 2356 
 
Tel: 21 236625 / 21 247190 
Fax: 21 238836 
 

Waste Oil Contractor – Bilge and Sludge removals 

Waste Oils Co.Ltd  
 
Spencer Hill Marsa 
 
Email: wasteoils@waldonet.net  
 
Tel: 21246398 21246386 
Fax: 21248499 
  

Fuel/Gasoil Contractor 

Island Bunker Oils Ltd  
 
Virtu, Ta’Xbiex Terrace 
Ta’Xbiex 
 
Email: info@islandbunkeroils.com 
 
Tel: 21317433  21312490 
Fax: 21314574 
  


